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Introduction To Indian Railways

	Indian Railways 

          Type                              
      Departmental Undertaking of The Ministry of    Railways, Government of India

      Founded
       April 16, 1853, nationalized in 1951

      Headquarters
       New Delhi, India

      Area served
       India

      Key people
          Union Railway Minister:
        Laloo Prasad Yadav
        Minister of State for Railways (V):
        R. Velu

        Chairman, Railway Board:
        K C Jena

          Industry
        Rail transport, Cargo Transport, Services

          Revenue
         ▲ INR Rs 72,655 Crores (2008) 

          Employees
        ~12,000,000

          Divisions
        16 Railway Zones (excluding Konkan 

        Railway)




Indian Railways , is the state owned railway network of India. The Ministry of Railways is responsible for the operation, maintenance and growth of the rail network in India, the fifth largest network in the world in terms of track length. The railway ministry is headed by a cabinet rank Railways Minister, while the Department is managed by the Railway Board. Indian Railways is neither a private nor a public corporate body; however recently it has adopted a corporate management style.

IR has a total state monopoly on India's rail transport. It is one of the largest and busiest rail networks in the world, transporting eighteen million passengers daily and more than two million tonnes of freight daily. IR is the world's largest commercial or utility employer, with more than 1.6 million employees. The railways traverse the length and breadth of the country; the routes cover a total length of more than 63,327 km (39,500 miles). As of 2008, IR owned about 225,000 wagons, 45,000 coaches and 8300 locomotives and ran more than 18,000 trains daily, including about 8,984 passenger trains and 9,387 goods trains. 
Railways were first introduced to India in 1853. By 1947, the year of India's independence, there were forty-two rail systems. In 1951 the systems were nationalized as one unit, becoming one of the largest networks in the world. IR operates both long distance and suburban rail systems.
History of Indian Railway
A plan for a rail system in India was first put forward in 1832, but no further steps were taken for more than a decade. In 1844, the Governor-General of India Lord Hardinge allowed private entrepreneurs to set up a rail system in India. Two new railway companies were created and the East India Company was asked to assist them. Interest from investors in the UK led to the rapid creation of a rail system over the next few years. The first train in India became operational on 22 December 1851, and was used for the hauling of construction material in Roorkee. A year and a half later, on 16 April 1853, the first passenger train service was inaugurated between Bori Bunder, Bombay and Thane. Covering a distance of 34 km (21 miles), it was hauled by three locomotives, Sahib, Sindh and Sultan.

The British government encouraged new railway companies backed by private investors under a scheme that would guarantee an annual return of five percent during the initial years of operation. Once established, the company would be transferred to the government, with the original company retaining operational control. By 1875, about £95 million were invested by British companies in Indian guaranteed railways. The route mileage of this network was about 14,500 km (9,000 miles) by 1880, mostly radiating inward from the three major port cities of Bombay (Mumbai), Madras (Chennai) and Calcutta ( Kolkata). By 1895, India had started building its own locomotives, and in 1896 sent engineers and locomotives to help build the Uganda Railway. Extent of Great Indian Peninsular Railway network in 1870. The GIPR was one of the largest rail companies at that time.

Soon various independent kingdoms built their own rail systems and the network spread to the regions that became the modern-day states of Assam, Rajasthan and Andhra Pradesh. A Railway Board was constituted in 1901, but decision-making power was retained by the Viceroy, Lord Curzon. The Railway Board operated under aegis of the Department of Commerce and Industry and had three members: a government railway official serving as chairman, a railway manager from England and an agent of one of the company railways. For the first time in its history, the Railways began to make a tidy profit. In 1907, almost all the rail companies were taken over by the government.

The existing rail networks were abandoned in favor of zones in 1951 and a total of six zones came into being in 1952. As the economy of India improved, almost all railway production units were 'indigenised' (produced in India). By 1985, steam locomotives were phased out in favour of diesel and electric locomotives. The entire railway For administrative purposes, Indian Railways is divided into seventeen zones.

	Sl. No
	Name
	Abbr.
	Date Established
	Headquarters
	Divisions

	1.
	Northern Railway
	NR
	April 14, 1952
	Delhi
	Delhi, Ambala, Firozpur, Lucknow, Moradabad

	2.
	North Eastern Railway
	NER
	1952
	Gorakhpur
	Izzatnagar, Lucknow, Varanasi

	3.
	Northeast Frontier Railway
	NFR
	1958
	Guwahati
	Alipurduar, Katihar, Lumding, Rangia, Tinsukia

	4.
	Eastern Railway
	ER
	April, 1952
	Kolkata
	Howrah, Sealdah, Asansol, Malda

	5.
	South Eastern Railway
	SER
	1955
	Kolkata
	Adra, Chakradharpur, Kharagpur, Ranchi

	6.
	South Central Railway
	SCR
	October 2, 1966
	Secunderabad
	Secunderabad, Hyderabad, Guntakal, Guntur, Nanded, Vijayawada

	7.
	Southern Railway
	SR
	April 14, 1951
	Chennai
	Chennai, Madurai, Palakkad, Salem, Tiruchchirapalli, Thiruvanathapuram

	8.
	Central Railway
	CR
	November 5, 1951
	Mumbai
	Mumbai, Bhusawal, Pune, Solapur, Nagpur

	9.
	Western Railway
	WR
	November 5, 1951
	Mumbai
	Mumbai Central, Baroda, Ratlam, Ahmedabad, Rajkot, Bhavnagar

	10.
	South Western Railway
	SWR
	April 1, 2003
	Hubli
	Hubli, Bangalore, Mysore

	11.
	North Western Railway
	NWR
	October 1, 2002
	Jaipur
	Jaipur, Ajmer, Bikaner, Jodhpur

	12.
	West Central Railway
	WCR
	April 1, 2003
	Jabalpur
	Jabalpur, Bhopal, Kota

	13.
	North Central Railway
	NCR
	April 1, 2003
	Allahabad
	Allahabad, Agra, Jhansi

	14.
	South East Central Railway
	SECR
	April 1, 2003
	Bilaspur, CG
	Bilaspur, Raipur, Nagpur

	15.
	East Coast Railway
	ECoR
	April 1, 2003
	Bhubaneswar
	Khurda Road, Sambalpur, Visakhapatnam

	16.
	East Central Railway
	ECR
	October 1, 2002
	Hajipur
	Danapur, Dhanbad, Mughalsarai, Samastipur, Sonpur

	17.
	Konkan Railway
	NFR
	1958
	Navi Mumbai
	Roha, Madgaon, Mangalore, Karwar, Ratnagiri


The Calcutta Metro is owned and operated by Indian Railways, but is not a part of any of the zones. It is administratively considered to have the status of a zonal railway. Each zonal railway is made up of a certain number of divisions, each having a divisional headquarters. There are a total of sixty-seven divisions.
Passenger services
Indian Railways operates about 9,000 passenger trains and transports 17 million passengers daily across twenty-eight states and three union territories (Delhi, Puducherry (formerly Pondicherry) and Chandigarh). Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh, Mizoram and Meghalaya are the only states not connected by rail.
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A DMU Train
The passenger division is the most preferred form of long distance transport in most of the country. A standard passenger train consists of eighteen coaches, but some popular trains can have up to 24 coaches. Coaches are designed to accommodate anywhere from 18 to 72 passengers, but during the holiday seasons or when on busy routes, more passengers may travel in a coach. Most regular trains have coaches connected through vestibules. However, 'unreserved coaches' are not connected with the rest of the train via any vestibule.

Reservation against cancellation service is a provision for shared berth in case the travel ticket is not confirmed. It is a way of maximizing the number of wait-listed passengers to be accommodated in case of a cancellation.

	PNR_NO
	NAME
	AGE
	GENDER
	TOTAL MEMBER
	DATE OF TRAVEL
	CLASS
	TRAIN_NO

	76327486
	MONU
	18
	M
	1
	2/08/10
	AC
	6753

	47774899
	ANKIT
	19
	M
	1
	8/09/10
	SLEEPER
	3672

	54354565
	SONU
	20
	M
	1
	2/09/10
	SLEEPER
	4355

	45436646
	SANU
	20
	M
	1
	9/10/10
	AC1
	3454


TABLE FOR TRAINS 

This is the original snapshot from M S Access. The primary key here is train no. , this table also contains train name, route, departure time from originating station, no. of compartments in whole train and class wise 
	FROM
	TO
	NO
	DEPARTURE
	ARRIVAL

	jalandhar
	bareilly
	2342
	2:30
	7:00

	phagwara
	bareilly
	4324
	3:00
	8:00

	delhi
	jalandhar
	6577
	5:00
	8:00

	Jalandhar 
	delhi
	5325
	7:00
	10:00

	delhi
	mumbai
	8955
	4:00
	10:00

	mumbai
	chennai
	5443
	3:00
	9:00


FORM OF RESERVATION/CANCELLATION REQUISITION:

Train_no……………..Date of journey………………

Claas…………………No of berth /seat……………..

Station from…………….to………………………….

Boarding at……………….reservation upto…………

	S.NO
	NAME IN BLOCK LATTER
	SEX(M/F)
	AGE
	CONCESSION/TRAVEL_NO
	CHOICE IF ANY

	1.
	
	
	
	
	LOWER/

UPPER BERTH

	2.
	
	
	
	
	

	3.
	
	
	
	
	

	4.
	
	
	
	
	


CHILDREN BELOW 5 YEAR (FOR WHOM TICKET IS NOT TO BE ISSUED)

	S.NO
	NAME IN BLOCK LETTER
	SEX
	AGE

	1.
	
	
	

	2.
	
	
	


                               ONWARD/RETURN JOURNY DETAILS 

Train_no & name……………………Date………………………

Class……………station from…………to………………………

Name of application……………………………………………..

Full address……………………………………………………….

                                                Signature of the applicate/representative

Telephone no, if any…..............Date…………Time…………..

                                       For office use only


S.no of requision……………………PNR No…………………

Berth/seat no…………………Amount collected……………...

                                                                      ………………….

                                                                     Signature of reservation clerk
Production services


A diesel locomotive of Indian Railways powering Express train, that runs in Assam. The Indian Railways manufactures a lot of its rolling stock and heavy engineering components. This is largely due to historical reasons. As with most developing economies, the main reason is import substitution of expensive technology related products. This was relevant when the general state of the national engineering industry was immature.
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Production Units, the manufacturing plants of the Indian Railways, are managed directly by the ministry. The General Managers of the PUs report to the Railway Board. The Production Units are:

· Chittaranjan Locomotive Works, Chittaranjan 

· Diesel Locomotive Works, Varanasi 

· Diesel-Loco Modernization Works, Patiala 

· Integral Coach Factory, Chennai 

· Rail Coach Factory, Kapurthala 

· Rail Wheel Factory, Bangalore 

Other independent units of Indian Railways are:

· Central Organization For Railway Electrification, Allahabad 

· Central Organization For Modernization of Workshops
 Important maintenance workshops on IR are:

· Southern Railway Workshop, Ponmalai (Golden Rock)

· Rail Spring Karkhana, Gwalior 

Bharat Earth Movers Limited, Bangalore (BEML) is an organization unrelated to the Indian Railways, however it manufactures coaches for both the Indian Railways and the New Delhi Metro system.
               [image: image7.png]A diesel locomotive of indan &
Raitways powering Express train,
that runs in Assam




Suburban rail

Many cities have their own dedicated suburban networks to cater to commuters. Currently, suburban networks operate in Mumbai (Bombay), Chennai (Madras), Kolkata (Calcutta), Delhi, Hyderabad, Pune-Lonavala and Lucknow-Kanpur. Hyderabad, Pune and Lucknow do not have dedicated suburban tracks but share the tracks with long distance trains. New Delhi, Kolkata, and Chennai have their own metro networks, namely the New Delhi Metro, the Kolkata Metro,and the Chennai MRTS- Mass Rapid Transport System, with dedicated tracks mostlylaid on a flyover as in other local EMU suburban service in Mumbai and Kolkata.
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 Suburban trains that handle commuter traffic are mostly electric multiple units. They usually have nine coaches or sometimes twelve to handle rush hour traffic. One unit of an EMU train consists of one power car and two general coaches. Thus a nine coach EMU is made up of three units having one power car at each end and one at the middle. The rakes in Mumbai run on direct current, while those elsewhere use alternating current. The Suburban trains in Mumbai (mumbai suburban railway) handle more rush than any other suburban network in the world.                       
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and runs for more than 100 km till Kasara. The Western Line starting from Churchgate runs again for more than 100 km till Dahanu Road.
 It is thus the longest suburban rail system in the world (total length of 464km. Also, it is busiest suburban network in the world, in the sense that it carries more than 6.94 million (6,940,000) passengers each day. It runs 2342 services each day. During the ruch hour, a 'Super-Dense Crush Load' of people arises where 14 to 16 standing passengers squeeze into one square meter of floor space.

Notable trains and achievements

The Darjeeling Himalayan Railway, a narrow gauge railway that still regularly uses steam as well as diesel locomotives is classified as a World Heritage Site by UNESCO. The route started earlier at Siliguri and now at New Jalpaiguri in the plains in West Bengal and traverses tea gardens en route to Darjeeling, a hill station at an elevation of 2,134 metres (7,000 ft). The highest station in this route is Ghum. The Nilgiri Mountain Railway, in the Nilgiri Hills in southern India, is also classified as a World Heritage Site by UNESCO. It is also the only rack 
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railway in India. The Chatrapati Shivaji Terminus (formerly Victoria Terminus) railway station in Mumbai is another World Heritage Site operated by Indian Railways.
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The Palace on Wheels is a specially designed train, frequently hauled by a steam locomotive, for promoting tourism in Rajasthan. The Maharashtra government did try to introduce the Deccan Odyssey along the Konkan route, but it did not enjoy the same success as the Palace on Wheels. The Karnataka government has recently introduced The Golden Chariot train which connects popular tourist destinations in Karnataka and Goa. The Samjhauta Express is a train that runs between India and Pakistan. However, hostilities between the two nations in 2001 saw the line being closed. It was reopened when the hostilities subsided in 2004. Another train connecting Khokhrapar (Pakistan) and Munabao (India) is the Thar Express that restarted operations on February 18, 2006; it was closed down after the 1965 Indo-Pak war. The Kalka Shimla Railway till recently featured in the Guinness Book of World Records for offering the steepest rise in altitude in the space of 96 kilometres.
Organizational structure
The headquarters of the Indian Railways in Delhi
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Indian Railways is a department of the Government, being owned and controlled by the Government of India, via the Ministry of Railways rather than a private company. Indian Railways is administered by the Railway Board, which has six members and a chairman. Each of the sevanten zones is headed by a General Manager (GM) who reports directly to the Railway Board. The zones are further divided into divisions under the control of Divisional Railway Managers (DRM). The divisional officers of engineering, mechanical, electrical, signal & telecommunication, accounts, personnel, operating, commercial and safety branches report to the respective Divisional Manager and are in charge of operation and maintenance of assets. Further down the hierarchy tree are the Station Masters who control individual stations and the train movement through the track territory under their stations' administration. In addition to the zones, the six production units (PUs) are each headed by a General Manager (GM), who also reports directly to the Railway Board.

Apart from these zones and production units, a number of Public Sector Undertakings (PSU) are under the administrative control of the ministry of railways. These PSU units are:

1. Dedicated Freight Corridor Corporation of India 

2. Indian Railways Catering and Tourism Corporation 

3. Konkan Railway Corporation 

4. Indian Railway Finance Corporation 

5. Mumbai Rail Vikas Corporation 

6. Railtel Corporation of India – Telecommunication Networks 

7. RITES Ltd. – Consulting Division of Indian Railways 

8. IRCON International Ltd. – Construction Division 

9. Rail Vikas Nigam Limited 

10. Container Corporation of India 
Rail budget and finances



A sample ticket; fares on this largest computer system network are quite reasonable.
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The Railway Budget deals with planned infrastructure expenditure on the railways as well as with the operating revenue and expenditure for the upcoming fiscal years, the public elements of which are usually the induction and improvement of existing trains and routes, planned investment in new and existing infrastructure elements, and the tariff for freight and passenger travel. The Parliament discusses the policies and allocations proposed in the budget. The budget needs to be passed by a simple majority in the Lok Sabha (Lower House). The comments of the Rajya Sabha (Upper House) are non-binding. Indian Railways is subject to the same audit control as other government revenue and expenditures. Based on anticipated traffic and the projected tariff, requirement of resources for capital and revenue expenditure of railways is worked out. 
As per the Separation Convention (on the recommendations of the Acworth Committee), 1924, the Railway Budget is presented to the Parliament by the Union Railway Minister, two days prior to the General Budget, usually around 26th February. Though the Railway Budget is separately presented to the Parliament, the figures relating to the receipt and expenditure of the Railways are also shown in the General Budget, since they are a part and parcel of the total receipts and expenditure of the Government of India. This document serves as a balance sheet of operations of the Railways during the previous year and lists out plans for expansion for the current year. The formation of policy and overall control of the railways is vested in Railway Board, comprising the Chairman, the Financial Commissioner and other functional members of Traffic, Engineering, Mechanical, Electrical and Staff departments.

Indian Railways, which a few years ago was operating at a loss, has, in recent years, been generating positive cash flows and been meeting its dividend obligations to the government. The railway reported a cash surplus of Rs 9000 cr in 2005, Rs 14000 cr in 2006, Rs 20,000 cr in 2007 and Rs.25,000 cr for the 2007-2008 fiscal year. Its operating ratio improved to 76% while, in the last four years, its plan size increased from Rs. 13,000 cr to Rs. 30,000 cr. The proposed investment for the 2008-2009 fiscal year is Rs. 37,500 cr, 21% more than for the previous fiscal year. Budget Estimates-2008 for Freight, Passenger, Sundry other Earnings and other Coaching Earnings have been kept at Rs. 52,700 cr, Rs 21,681 cr, Rs. 5,000 cr and Rs 2,420 cr respectively. Maintaining an overall double digit growth, Gross Traffic Earnings have been projected as Rs 81,801 cr. Around 20% of the passenger revenue is earned from the upper class segments of the passenger segment (the air-conditioned classes). 
Railway Reservation
Indian Railways is one of the largest and busiest rail networks in the world, covering a route length of over 62,000 km and transporting about millions of passengers and freight daily. The railways meandering through the tunnels, the deserts, and mountain ranges traverse through the length and breadth of the country, unfolding the landscapes and history of each state. 

The history of Indian Railways dates back to the British rule. The British authority needed a fast and reliable mode of transport for troop movement in this huge country and then they inaugurated the first train in the sub continent on 16th April, 1853. This was the first passenger train that ran over as stretch of 21 miles from Bori Bunder to Thane. This pioneer train steamed off at 3:30 pm with a loud applause and to the salute of 21 guns. The train consisted of 14 carriages carrying about 400 passengers reached the destination at about 4:45 pm. Even before this train was inaugurated, a steam locomotive called Thompson was already running between Roorkee and Solani since 1851.This train was exclusively used for construction work. Another locomotive called Falkland and Vulcan were also used by contractors since 1852. On 15th August 1854, another passenger train started between Howrah and Hooghly covering a distance of 24 miles.
· North 

· North East 

· North East Frontier 

· Eastern 

· South Eastern 

· South Central 

· Southern 

· Central 

· Western 

· South Western 

· North Western 

· West Cental 

· North Central 

· South East Central 

· East Coast 

· East Central 

There are various special trains to cover the rail network of India. The most popular trains are Palace on Wheels, Nilgiri Mountain Railway, Samjhauta Express, Lifeline Express and many others. Railways also have some holiday specials exclusively running during summer holidays and other long Indian holidays. 

Indian Railway Reservation
Indian Railways provides the facility of advance reservation so that one can plan the journey comfortably. These reservations can be made from any Indian Railway Reservation counter that operate between 8 am to 8 pm. In large cities like Delhi, Mumbai and Chennai there are multiple centers all over the city to make booking easier and more comfortable. 
Reservation can be made 60 days prior to the date of journey. People have to stand in long queues for hours for making advance booking. They have to fill in a reservation form stating the train number, class of accommodation, journey date, destination and the originating station. In a single form reservation can be applied for maximum of 6 persons provided that they all have the same destination. Allotment of the reserved ticket is done by computer as per pre defined logic. There are some authorized agents who can also issue tickets. Different agents charge different fares over the actual fare of the train ticket as their service charge. So if you want to save time you can contact any of the authorized travel agents for tickets. 

Apart from the ordinary reservation system there is an emergency reservation scheme in some selected trains. This is called the Tatkal system as tatkal means immediate. The reservation of these tickets start 5 days before the date of the  journey and the reserved accommodation is allotted on first come first basis. All these tatkal tickets come with a premium of Rs 50 to Rs 200 added to the actual fare of the journey depending on the class. For reservation of these tickets you need to produce your photo identity at the reservation counter and even inside the train to prevent bogus booking and black market sale of hot tickets. Tatkal tickets cannot be cancelled or refunded. 
Reservation Rules
There are different reservation rules for children and senior citizens. Children below 5 years are permitted to travel for free and children between the age group of 5-12 years are charged half the fare for the journey. Since 2001 30% deduction is given on the actual fare of the ticket to senior citizens. For handicapped people a special quota of two berths are earmarked in the sleeper class of almost all the trains. Some trains also have reserved accommodation exclusively for ladies but boys below 12 years can travel in these reserved coaches. Railways also give concession to students. 

There are some rules for the refund as well. If a confirmed ticket is cancelled more than one day in advance of the scheduled departure then the cancellation charges are as follows:

Rs 50 for AC First Class/Executive Class

· Rs 30 for AC 2 tier Sleeper Class/3 tier Sleeper Class/AC Chair Car 

· Rs 20 for Sleeper Class 

· Rs 10 for Second Class               

Cancellation can also be done after the train departs. 50% of the actual fare of the journey is refunded on cancellation after the departure of the train. If the ticket is wait-listed then only a nominal charge of Rs 10 is deducted and rest is refunded.
Indian Railway Online Reservation
Earlier it was a tedious chore to book ticket. A person had to stand in long queues for long hours to make advance reservation. But now Indian Railways is going hi tech, giving way to online reservation.  

Online reservation is the easiest and reliable mode of booking tickets sitting at home. You just need to have access to a computer and hold a debit or a credit card. The most popular site for online booking is http://www.irctc.co.in/. This is a very popular site among all Indians and even foreigners who book tickets online for their visit to India. This site provides all sorts of information related the train number, fares, rules, days of departure of a particular train, the route of the train as well as availability of reserved accommodation. You can even check the status of your wait-listed or RAC ticket on this website by just entering your PNR number. 

To book an online ticket, just fill in the necessary data on the first page displayed on the website. Fill in the details regarding the originating station, destination, date of journey, class of accommodation and number of passenger. Once when you fill the complete details the system ask for payment. You can either use the debit card accepted by the Indian Railway website for direct transaction from your bank account or you can even use a credit card for payment.

Today many Sify Iway cyber cafes are opened in various cities to book tickets for those who don’t have a credit card or a net connection at home. These cafes book your tickets for a cash payment. IRCTC have also joined with Federal Bank enabling customers to book tickets online using Fed Net principle. The customers of this bank have the privilege of booking tickets from anywhere in India and abroad by just debiting the federal bank account. These tickets are delivered without any additional charges. When you make an online booking there are two types of tickets that are available, E-Ticket or I-Ticket. E- Tickets are tickets that appear on the screen after reservation and you just need to take a print out of the ticket with the appropriate identity proof.  The other type of ticket is I-Ticket. These tickets are booked few days prior to the date of journey and are only for people in India. Foreigners cannot book these tickets as these are sent to the Indian address mentioned in the form. A nominal courier fee is charged against the ticket.
  Drawback of online reservation:-
The only drawback of online reservation is some additional charges. When you book an online ticket, in addition to the actual fare of the journey you have to pay the reservation charges, service charge and the bank transfer fee of credit card interest. The total of the additional charges comes out to be nearly about Rs 100 to Rs 150. In this fast moving world people prefer paying these additional charges and avoid the hassles of standing in long queues for hours.
ADVANTAGES OF RAILWAY RESERVATION SYSTEM
 Now one can easily plan the journey comfortably as the process is efficient and fast with being easy to access. Reservations can be made through the Indian railways site or at the ample reservation centers all over the country. Also now there are authorized agencies which provide reservation facility on behalf of India railways and without waiting in long line one can easily book a ticket. The booking is done through an E- Ticket issue which have a PNR number of which one has to take a print and just have to show at the station. It not only provide reservation but cancellation can also be done through this system at ease and one can use a credit card to complete the process. This being a big step in terms of improvement in the railway system it is widely accepted across the country
Abstract
Indian Railways is one of the largest and busiest rail networks in the world, covering a route length of over 62,000 km and transporting about millions of passengers and freight daily. The railways meandering through the tunnels, the deserts, and mountain ranges traverse through the length and breadth of the country, unfolding the landscapes and history of each state. 
The history of Indian Railways dates back to the British rule. The British authority needed a fast and reliable mode of transport for troop movement in this huge country and then they inaugurated the first train in the sub continent on 16th April, 1853. This was the first passenger train that ran over as stretch of 21 miles from Bori Bunder to Thane. The train consisted of 14 carriages carrying about 400 passengers. only a nominal charge of Rs 10 is deducted and rest is refunded.The reservation of these tickets start 5 days before the date of the journey and the reserved accommodation is allotted on first come first basis. All these tatkal tickets come with a premium of Rs 50 to Rs 200 added to the actual fare of the journey depending on the class. Tatkal tickets cannot be cancelled or refunded.

Indian Railways have also made a way through Internet. Various websites provide a plethora of information on Indian Rails, their fares, rules, history, online booking and much more. The most popular and applauded websites are:

http://www.indianrail.gov.in/ 

http://www.irctc.co.in/
http://www.irctc.com/
CONCLUSION
This project is about the designing the railway reservation database system using M S Access, This project presents an investigative view of present railway reservation system including the history of railways and detail of network topology of PRS. Present system of Indian railway reservation system is having some shortcoming on which we have tried to work on that to eliminate the disadvantages. We have made a database for passengers and trains and connected these two tables from the custom made data entry form. There are options for new entry which will be stored in M S Access database and retrieved from database in future. 
                                                         This project was a small attempt to make the railway reservation database system using M S Access, We have talked with some of railway officers about the features and shortcoming of present railway reservation system after the research with the associated people .

FUTURE 
 If anyone wants to extend this project then he or she can make an additional database of trainfare. And database for updated availability of seats which is available after the cancellation of ticket on that specific train. Etc. He or she can also add some more command buttons in the existing software and extend working of the existing software
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